TUTORTIAL
JOHN PETER FOERSTER FAMILY GENEALOGY WEBSITE
I HAVE CREATED A FAMILY WEBSITE FOR THE DESCENDANTS OF JOHN PETER FOERSTER, INCLUDING ALL
RELATED AND CONNECTED FAMILY GROUPS. THE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND AT
https://www.johnpfoersterfamily.com
This brief tutorial will provide some basic information about how to navigate around the site. The website is open

access and does not require a login or password. All information contained on the website was obtained from
open access public sources, but the information for any LIVING person is more restrictive due to privacy
concerns. Only people with Login and Password credentials can access full data for living relations
This is the entry portal that you will see when you go onto the site. I used the anchor point of our Patriarch,
John Peter Foerster, who emigrated from Ontario, Canada to Chicago, Illinois in the late 1800s. The site
contains the Ancestors and Descendants of JOHN PETER FOERSTER and ROSE KATHERINE SCHMITZ who were
married on May 10, 1892, in Chicago, Illinois. This marks the beginning of our family in the United States.

From this page you have a number of options. You can use the search box to enter a first name, a last name,
or both. When you click on the SEARCH button, the site will list all of the persons on the site with whatever
parameters you selected.
You can also go to the top left corner of the page and select His Side (John Peter Foerster) or Her Side (Rose
Kathryn Schmitz) if you wanted to do a more expansive search of one side of the family.
I entered the name First Name john and the Last Name foerster in the search box. You can see the results
that this search returned below. You can see that there are ten different people with that name on the site.
The basic information of birthdate and location are shown only for people who are NOT LIVING.
If a person is alive, access to their personal information is restricted to only basic information. Photos, if any,
are also not shown for living persons on the site. You require a Login and Password to access personal

information. If you want to do more with your family on the site, use the CONTACT US button on the main
page to send an e-mail with your request and I will respond.

I selected myself from the list above and it displayed my individual information sheet.

There are options for different views that you can select from the Tabs in the center of this Individual’s page.
You can try them out and see what information displays you get. You do not have edit rights, so you cannot
add or delete any information by accident or otherwise. Again, that requires specific authority granted with a
login and password.

For example, you can select Ancestors.

You can select Descendants. You will note that no photos or birth dates are shown for people who are all still
alive.

You can also select a Family view to display parents, siblings and children.

From any of these screens you can select on any individual and it will take you to that person’s Individual page.
You can also return to the Home page by selecting that option from the menu line above the page display.
If a person’s tile shows a carrot down (v), it means there is another level of information available, such as
siblings or their descendants, and if you hold your pointer on the arrow it will display it. The same is true for a
carrot up (^).
When on an Ancestor page, you often see an arrow left < or right > which means there is information about
earlier or later generations. If you click on the arrow it will display it.
We think that the best way to understand things is to just play with the site selecting any number of menu
options or links to see what happens.
I would like to emphasize that this is a living site and, while accuracy was attempted at every level, I have
found and corrected many errors on my own and welcome input to correct any others, or to add missing
data. Please use the Contact Us option on the main page to send me an e-mail with your information or
concerns.
Both Trey and I would also like to encourage submission of photos that you would like to have linked with a
relative or yourself. We especially would like to collect some written family histories. These are the
memories or stories or anecdotes about your parents or grandparents that are not found in any public record.
We would like to know what occupations they may have held and where they worked. It all helps to bring
these people to life and keep them there in the collective family memory.
John Michael (Mike) Foerster

Urban Michael (Trey) Foerster III

